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This resource is designed to support educators 
in organizing a Remembrance Day Ceremony for youth.



Master of Ceremony Speaker Notes

INSTRUCTIONS	

These MC speaker notes are to accompany the Remembrance Day Ceremony Slideshow which can be customized depending on your students’ ages and interests. As we strive to make Remembrance accessible to all Canadians, this shortened commemoration is suitable for younger audiences. Additional elements can be added to follow the traditional Order of Service. 

We recommend that you begin the ceremony before 11 a.m. to allow the Two Minutes of Silence to be observed at 11 a.m.  Suggested timing is provided for the elements of the Ceremony.

The Slideshow includes embedded files, so if your internet connection is poor, download the videos in advance. Incorporate your school or group where possible. For example, sing the national anthem together, ask your school band or choir to present a piece of music, and/or invite students to recite a Remembrance poem.


INTRODUCTION							(Approx: 1 minute)

Context: Greet attendees and introduce yourself. Welcome and acknowledge by name any special guests attending your ceremony, such as Veterans, speakers, parents, or community leaders.

Good morning,

Thank you for joining us today. My name is ______

I am your master of ceremonies for this commemorative event. I am pleased to welcome our special guests who will help us mark Remembrance Day this year. 

Welcome [insert names] ______

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT				

Context: We recommend you include an Indigenous territorial acknowledgement.
This inclusive practice helps us recognize the contributions that Indigenous peoples, including Veterans, have made to Canada. View the CAUT territorial acknowledgment guide to help develop your acknowledgement. 

I would like to begin by acknowledging that we are gathered on the traditional and unceded territory of the ______________ to recognize Indigenous Peoples' long-standing presence in this territory and stewardship of this land.


WHY WE REMEMBER AND ABOUT THE CEREMONY 	(Approx. 2 minutes)

Context: This is an opportunity to explain why it is important to remember and recognize the contributions and sacrifices of Canada’s Veterans and those who died in uniform. It also explains some of the poignant elements in the ceremony.

Through many wars and conflicts, brave Canadians have made unimaginable sacrifices—leaving behind their families, homes, and dreams—to protect the values and freedoms that make our country what it is today. Their courage and selflessness allow us, and generations yet to come, to live in peace. 

More than 2.3 million Canadians have served our country in uniform. More than 120,000 of them lost their lives. Their names are recorded in Canada’s eight Books of Remembrance on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. We honour their memory and legacy at cenotaphs and memorials, and during ceremonies, across Canada and around the world.  

Today, we pause to remember and honour those who sacrificed their lives to protect our future. 

Remembrance Day ceremonies include music, readings and actions that hold special meaning for Veterans and for Canada’s military history. In the next few minutes, you will hear the playing of O Canada, followed by two pieces of music called the Last Post and the Rouse. These bugle calls have been used in military camps since the 1800s. The Last Post originally was played to signal the camp was secured for the night and to call out to wounded or separated soldiers to guide them home to rest. At remembrance ceremonies, it came to symbolize the calling home of the souls of the Fallen, and today it also acts to call us into remembrance. The Rouse was played at camp to wake soldiers in the morning, and came to symbolize the wakening of the Fallen to rise above their mortal duties and to rest in peace.

[bookmark: _Hlk177718715]Today, the Last Post, Two Minutes of Silence, and the Rouse take place one after the other, without interruption, to help us remember the Fallen and reflect upon their sacrifices. 


NATIONAL ANTHEM “O CANADA”, THE LAST POST, TWO MINUTES OF SILENCE AND THE ROUSE

Context: Singing the national anthem brings us together to share our pride and gratitude for the country we live in. It also reminds us of why Veterans made the sacrifices they did. The Last Post, Two Minutes of Silence and the Rouse take place one after the other, without interruption. If you incorporate the Lament as part of the traditional Order of Service, it would be added between the Two Minutes of Silence and the Rouse. The Lament expresses the grief felt for those who sacrificed their lives in military service.

For those who can, please rise for the singing of O Canada, followed by the Last Post, Two Minutes of Silence, and the Rouse. 

O Canada 							(Begin at 10:57 am)

The Last Post 						(Begin at 10:58.15 am)

Two Minutes of Silence 					(Begin at 11:00am)
(A 2-minute silent video with drone footage of monuments and cemeteries can be used between the Last Post and the Rouse to serve as a visual point of focus for younger audiences)

The Rouse							(Begin at 11:02am)


THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Context: The Act of Remembrance is a brief, non-religious text normally read by a Veteran (if one is present). If there are no Veterans available to read the Act of Remembrance, another individual may recite the Act.  

You may request all present to remain standing for the Act of Remembrance.

For those who can, please remain standing for The Act of Remembrance.

The Act of Remembrance is a verse from Laurence Binyon's poem For the Fallen. It reminds us of the importance of Remembrance Day and honours those who have given their lives in service to our country.

I would like to ask [rank/title if a Veteran] [name] ______ to come forward to read The Act of Remembrance. At the end, it is customary for all present to repeat the last line by responding with “We will remember them”.
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
 
All respond: We will remember them.


COMMITMENT TO REMEMBER 

Context: The Commitment to Remember is a brief, non-religious text read by a youth. You could invite several students to read it during your ceremony, perhaps in multiple languages to encourage student participation. 

Youth read the Commitment to Remember during remembrance ceremonies. It is a promise to always remember the sacrifices of those who served Canada to make our country and the world a safer place. At the end, I ask all present to repeat the last line by responding with “We will remember them”.

I would like to ask [name] ______ to come forward to read The Commitment to Remember.
 
They were young, as we are young.
They served, giving freely of themselves.
To them, we pledge, amid the winds of time,
To carry their torch and never forget.
We will remember them.
 
All respond: We will remember them.


[PRAYERS, PLACING OF WREATHS, BENEDICTION/GUEST SPEAKERS, ROYAL ANTHEM "GOD SAVE THE KING" – ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS]

Context: Below are some components that are included in the traditional Order of Service, as well as additional elements to help engage your students in the ceremony. 

· Prayers: Depending on your school or community’s faith beliefs, a prayer, blessing or sacred tradition may be incorporated at this point in the ceremony.
· Placing of Wreaths: Wreaths can be placed on behalf of classes or groups to acknowledge their participation in Remembrance. The placing of a wreath is often accompanied by music, such as ‘In Flanders Fields’.
· Benediction: Depending on your school or community’s faith belief’s, a benediction may be incorporated at this point in the ceremony. 
· Guest Speakers: Guest speakers can be invited to make a presentation. Briefly introduce who they are and what they will be speaking about. If your speaker is a Veteran, confirm in advance their rank/title and details of their service, such as the branch they served with (Army, Navy, Air Force, RCMP, etc.), their unit or regiment, how long they served, and where they served.
· You could also invite students to take part through the activities below (or brainstorm some new ideas!):
· Ask a student to recite a Remembrance poem. They may write their own, read a famous poem like In Flanders Fields, or select a literary piece from recent winners of the Legion National Foundation’s National Youth Remembrance Contests at RemembranceContests.ca
· Ask your school band or choir to present a piece of music (it doesn’t have to be traditional—choose meaningful, relevant, and modern pieces!).   
· Make a commemorative video to play during the ceremony, or select a video from recent winners of the Legion National Foundation’s National Youth Remembrance Contests at RemembranceContests.ca 
· Have students research and present the story of one or several Veterans, perhaps from your community.
· Royal Anthem: God Save The King may be played at the conclusion of the ceremony as it was often used during the First World War and reminds us of the sacrifice to Crown and country.


CLOSE OF CEREMONY

Context: Reinforce why people have gathered to remember today. Thank everyone for coming, including any guests, speakers, and students or teachers who helped organize or deliver the ceremony. As an option, to show your school’s respect in a more formal way, you may ask students to stand and remain in place while the invited guests depart. 

Challenge students to think of how they can recognize and thank Veterans from your community who have attended or taken part in your ceremony. They could share personal notes to thank them for their service in handmade cards or on recognition cards you can order for free at veterans.gc.ca/educators 

Today, we have come together to remember those who have sacrificed their lives in the service of our nation. Their commitment to duty and the price they paid remind us of the value of peace and freedom.

I want to extend my gratitude to [name: Veterans, guests, speakers] ______ for attending / participating in the ceremony. 

As we leave here today, we do so with a renewed pledge to never forget those who have fallen in service to Canada. Let us ensure that the legacy of those who made the ultimate sacrifice lives on in our actions and words. 

We Will Remember Them. 
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