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THIS IS A CALL TO ACTION FOR CANADIAN YOUTH TO ENGAGE IN 

A REMEMBRANCE ACTIVITY TO HONOUR THOSE THAT SERVED IN 

THE FIRST WORLD WAR. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Royal Canadian Legion was born from the ashes of the First World War (WWI). As 

Canada’s largest veterans’ organization and in partnership with Veterans Affairs Canada, we 

have been handed this torch of remembrance by our founders to hold high and to never forget 

the sacrifices made in the name of Canada and for Canadians.  

On 11 November 2018, 100 years will have passed since the signing of the armistice that 

officially ended WWI. As a tribute to all Canadians that served in this horrific struggle we are 

obligated to produce a program of remembrance for those from that era — an event that allows 

Canadians, if only for a moment, to stop, to remember and to feel, perhaps for a second, the joy 

that peace brought after so much death and destruction. In order to achieve this in such a short 

period of time, plans will have to be simple, involve all Legion branches and communities across 

the country and focus on the loss and sacrifice both on the battlefield and at home. 

AIM 

To create a remembrance event that highlights the sacrifices of Canadians who served in WWI.  
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
The war to end all wars left an indelible impression on Canada.  

Some 619,636 Canadians enlisted with the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the war, and 

approximately 424,000 served overseas. Close to 61,000 Canadians were killed during the war, 

and another 172,000 were wounded. Many more returned home broken in mind and body. The 

Dominion of Newfoundland suffered 1,305 killed and several thousand wounded. Of the more 

than 172,000 Canadians who reported wounds during the war, medical authorities classified 

approximately 138,000 as battle casualties. Of the wounded who survived, 3,461 men and one 

woman had a limb amputated. No reliable method existed for tracking or treating psychological 

casualties, but authorities identified over 9,000 Canadians as suffering from “shell shock”. 

(https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-war/legacy/)  

This was an enormous contribution from a population of just under 8 million in 1914. 

Approximately seven percent of the total population of Canada was in uniform at some point 

during the war, and hundreds of thousands of additional Canadians worked on the home front in 

support of the war. 

If you were to extrapolate from the numbers listed above, it could be claimed that the majority of 

the population in Canada at that time was touched in some capacity by the war. Further to this 

https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-war/legacy/
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you could also state that there were at least 425,000 families that were intimately affected as 

their loved ones faced the brunt of the tragedy that is war. 

If we are to remember those that fought, we need to drive home the message of the horror of 

war and its effect on the society that wages it. That includes the families that had to live with the 

unknown and after the war with the after-effects related to those who returned with injuries both 

visible and invisible. 

 

REMEMBRANCE EVENT – THE MARKING OF THE GRAVES OF WWI SOLDIERS 

 

Those that served in WWI and returned to Canada have now passed into history and in many 

cases have been forgotten.  Canada’s last WWI veteran Mr. John Babcock died at the age of 

109 in February 2010.  Unlike those killed in battle and buried in Europe whose graves are well 

marked and maintained our returned veterans lie for the most part in ordinary graves scattered 

throughout the land unrecognized for the remarkable sacrifices that they endured.  As a prelude 

to the Ringing of the Bells at sunset on 11 Nov 2018 it is asked that that those of our youngest 

generation (Canadian youth) search out those that served in WWI and place a small Canadian 

flag on that person’s grave.  This is a time honoured tradition usually reserved for those 

Canadians buried on foreign soil. 

 

 

REQUESTED ACTIVITY 

Canadian youth, under the tutelage of a formal organization such as a youth group, school, 

cadets, etc are requested to conduct the marking of the resting place of WWI veterans with a 

Canadian flag.  The process is as follows:  

 Using digital technology and the Library and Archives Canada data base search out and 

mark with a Canadian flag all WWI veterans graves. 

 Through the local Legion Branch or directly from Dominion Command acquire the 

required flags. 

 Record on an excel data sheet those veterans that were located and submit to Dominion 

Command. 

 Share your images or videos online using #100Bells or uploading to the Woobox 

campaign page. 

 

METHOD 

Step 1 – Register with your local Legion Branch to secure the required amount of Canadian 

flags.   Your plan should include an estimate on how many flags that you think you can place – 

set an objective.  Remember if you do not have enough you can always request more.   



 
 

4/5 
 

 Go to  http://legion.ca/contact-us/find-a-branch to locate that branch.  If unable to make 

contact send an email to bellsofpeace@legion.ca to request assistance.  

Step 2 – Determine the amount of flags required and make a request through your local Legion 

Branch.  If you are in an area where there is no Legion Branch contact the national HQ directly 

at bellsofpeace@legion.ca .  Note that depending on your location it could take up to seven 

business days to acquire the flags.  Due to the short timelines as a backup plan conduct Step 3 

first and return to mark the grave sites when the flags arrive.  

Step 3 -  Using your cellphone, IPad or laptop search out the graves of WWI veterans and mark 

it with a Canadian flag as close to the marker as possible.  Record the name (first and last), 

regimental  number, birth date, death date and location of grave site (i.e. Cemetery Name and 

location)  using an Excel data sheet.   

 Go to http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-

records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx to access WWI veterans data. 

 Record the information on an Excel data sheet organized by column as follows: Last Name 

– First Name – Regimental Number – Birth Date – Death Date – Location of Grave. 

 Send the Excel spread sheet to bellsofpeace@legion.ca  with your name, organization and 

mailing address and affiliate Legion Branch (if applicable).  Inform your Legion Branch of the 

results of your efforts. 

Step 4 – With the submission of your results Legion Branches or the National Command will 

provide the following to the individuals/organizations who participate in this event (while supplies 

last): 

 An individual Bells of Peace pin for every 10 gravesites marked. 

 A Bells of Peace certificate of participation for organizations recording 100 or more 

gravesites. 

 A Bells of Peace plaque for organizations recording 1000 or more gravesites. 

Step 5 – Post your photos: Go to Legion.ca for more complete information. 

 Woobox campaign: 

o All photos and videos from the events will be hosted in a Woobox gallery for the 

public to see and share 

o People can submit their photo or video by using the campaign hashtag (#100Bells) 

on social media or uploading their content directly onto the Woobox page.  

o The Woobox gallery of videos and images will be displayed on Legion.ca 

o Guidelines for the event will be posted on the Woobox campaign page  

 

 Facebook event page:  

http://legion.ca/contact-us/find-a-branch
mailto:bellsofpeace@legion.ca
mailto:bellsofpeace@legion.ca
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
mailto:bellsofpeace@legion.ca
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o A promoted Facebook event page will be set up. It will encourage communities, 

churches, schools, etc. to participate in the #100Bells event and to find out where it 

is happening in their community 

o The event page will link to the Woobox campaign, encouraging people to also share 

their experience online by uploading a video or photo 

o Guidelines for the event will be posted on the Legion’s Facebook event page. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The 100TH Anniversary of the WWI Armistice is a historic moment in time and a chance for all 

Canadians to honour those that served in that horrendous conflict.  

 

CONTACTS 

Legion:   Administration   Marketing   Media 

Danny Martin   Dion Edmonds  Nujma Bond  

  dmartin@legion.ca  dedmonds@legion.ca        nbond@legion.ca  

  6135913335   6135913335   6135913335 

 

DANNY MARTIN 

Deputy Director Corporate Services/ 

Directeur adjoint – Services organisationnels 

 

 The Royal Canadian Legion Dominion Command 

La Légion royale canadienne Direction nationale 

86 Aird Place, Ottawa, K2L 0A1 

T: 613-591-3335 ext 249 

Toll free: 1-888-556-6222 

legion.ca           

 

Memoriam Eorum Retinebimus (We Will Remember Them)  

mailto:dmartin@legion.ca
mailto:dedmonds@legion.ca
mailto:nbond@legion.ca
http://esfsecev-ty3014/
http://esfsecev-ty3014/
http://esfsecev-ty3014/
http://esfsecev-ty3014/
http://esfsecev-ty3014/

